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master of Benares. In the same letter they assert
their rights in a tone of becoming firmness, and de-
clare, that " on no account we can permit our orders
to be disobeyed or our authority disregarded."

It was now to be seen which of the parties was to
give way. The orders were clear and precise, and
enforced by a strong declaration of the resolution of
the Court to make itself obeyed. Mr. Hastings fair-
ly joined issue upon this point with his masters,
and, having disobeyed the general instructions of the
Company, determined to pay no obedience to their
special order.

Oa the 21st July, 1778, he moved, and succeeded
in his proposition, that the execution of these or-
ders should be suspended. The reason he assigned
for this suspension lets in great light upon the true
character of all these proceedings: " That his con-
sent to the recall of Mr. Graham would be adequate
to his own resignation of the service, as it would in-
flict such a wound on Ms authority and influence that
he could not maintain it."

If that had been his opinion, he ought to have re-
signed, and not disobeyed: because it was not neces-
sary that he should hold his office; but it was ne-
cessary, that, whilst he held it, he should obey his
superiors, and submit to the law. Much more truly
was his conduct a virtual resignation of his lawful
office, and at the same time an usurpation of a situa-
tion which did not belong to him, to hold a subordi-
nate office, and to refuse to act according to its du-
ties. Had his authority been self-originated, it would
have been wounded by his submission; but in this
case the true nature of his authority was affirmed,
not injured, by his obedience, because it was a power